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* * * To explore the field of Florida history, to seek
and gather up the ancient chronicles in which its annals are
contained, to retain the legendary lore which may yet throw
light upon the past, to trace its monuments and remains, to
elucidate what has been written, to disprove the false and support the true, to do justice to the men who have figured in the
olden time, to keep and preserve all that is known in trust
for those who are to come after us, to increase and extend the
knowledge of our history, and to teach our children that
first essential knowledge, the history of our State, are objects
well worthy of our best efforts. To accomplish these ends we
have organized the Historical Society of Florida.
GEORGE R. FAIRBANKS.
Saint Augustine, April, 1857
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FLORIDA PLACE-NAMES OF lNDIAN ORIGIN
[The first portion of this article, all that relates to the
Indian Netahyaonka, has been taken by the Editor from a
letter of Mr. Drew’s. This narrative of that survivor of the
ancient Miccosukees gives additional interest to the author’s
former notes on Florida Indian names (published here in the
issues of April, 1926, and July, 1927) and to those which will
appear in coming numbers of the QUARTERLY.]

“These contributions to a knowledge of the origin
of certain place-names in Florida are not to be taken
as the result of deep study. During many years I
have read what is to be found in English relating to
the Indians of Florida and what is available in translation from Spanish sources . . . . . but I have got
from one personal contact more than has been gained
from all of those writers.
“I had the singular good fortune of childhood companionship with an old Miccosukee (TimuquanaApalache descended) Indian-or rather, one of some
fifteen-sixteenths of such blood, with one-sixteenth
of white and negro mixed. The one-sixteenth resulted in his being a slave. His great-great grandparent, a mulatto (woman, as I recall it), had escaped
from a white owner and joined the Indians in the
northern part of Jefferson County. The Florida Indian War of 1835-1842 originated in claims made for
runaway slaves ; and in course of advancing such
claims the Indians of nearest proximity to the
whites in northern Florida underwent the first experience of having such claims made technically, if
not honestly, good. The mother of this man, herself
in, the third generation removed from slavery, and
with every probability of a claim for her false so far
as a particular claimant was concerned, was nevertheless taken with the child. What became of his
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father he never knew; possibly he was expatriated
with others to the West, or else killed in the War.
“This man was of singularly striking appearance,
a perfect physical specimen: tall, straight as the traditional arrow, with a massive well-shaped head that
carried a shock of black and graying hair that hung
about his shoulders-a really classical profile, splendid
features and most impressive eyes-altogether what
must have been the showing of blood of the highest
type of aboriginal Indian forbears.
“He was engaged by my father to act incidentally
as shepherd, with his own principal vocation of
hunter. It was his pleasure and my very great delight when there was opportunity, as he frequently
made it, for telling me of the Indians, and very especially how they designated rivers and places with
the descriptiveness of word-pictures. He constantly
reiterated the manner of unravelling such names as
more or less by keys of their inclusive meanings.. He
drilled me in this in what I have often thought must
have been the manner among the Indians with their
children. He particularly impressed the predominant
idea of deference to deities (the Sun and Moon) in
such names. Illustratively, he explained the names
of the Suwannee and Withlacoochee rivers, between
which my father’s plantation was located, and also
the names of localities applying in great part of the
territory west of the Suwannee River.
“His translation and explanation of his own name
and how it became transformed into English was interesting. His Indian name was Netahyaonka. The
t had the short sound of approach to d, while k was
harshened into semblance of g. Read, as he said it
should be from right to left, it meant ‘born (literally,
the “harvest”, as he explained it illustratively, like
the corn that, with primitive belief, he claimed was
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controlled in germination, growth, and maturity by
the phases) of the Moon’s love (or favor),-a ‘child
for which the Moon gave its benediction, as to its own
children of the light rays’-‘consecrated upon the hill
of heavenly devotion.’ He never said, if he even
knew, whether he had been so ceremonially consecrated to the Moon goddess; but it is altogether likely
that, if he had known, he would never have told
against secretiveness engendered by a veneer of civilization.
“And so Net (d) ah-yonk (g) a became just plain
Ned Young, with as much meaning against that of
‘one born with the Moon’s love and consecrated to her
reverence upon the hill of heavenly devotion.’
“It goes without the saying, that he did not possess
knowledge and fluency of English sufficient to translate into its appreciative rendition what the old Indian names themselves conveyed, and there I have
tried to make English renditions in terms befitting
the refinements of sentiment and subtleties of the
Indian original as embraced in polysynthetic and incorporative construction. He made illustrative comparisons drawn from things of nature and its phenomina that might be well characterized by a quotation
from Bryant,
“

‘
T
o
Communion
A various language.’

him who in
visible forms,

“The method he gave for unravelling the built-up
words has proven itself so uniformly in application
as to indicate its accuracy. Nothing so well as the
contact of such association and instruction could have
fixed my interest. This old Indian was of the blood
of those who were superior and held themselves as
racial aristocrats (as he very certainly did) in comparison with the lower order in the Greeks, who with-
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in his own life-time made contact just to the northward over the Georgia line, and the renegades who
filtered southward as Seminoles. I too became, under
his tutelage, thoroughly imbued with this distinction ;
and with that much of tribute to my old childhood
friend, I find myself prone to emphasize it. He was
my teacher; and always ‘in the back part of my head
there have been unforgetable things that, whenever
I have invoked them, have given me great pleasure.
I sometimes feel as if in memory I hold what in small
part is like the manner in which the old Indians must
have transmitted traditions, if it be only to the extent
of fragmentary lore from one who in a word that he
used showed phonetic identity with Xibalba (of the
Maya), and by the key of his translation is now applicable to himself as journeying ‘where the sun-path
follows the way of light into dusk, beyond the sunset
of life where the dead disappear.’
“Against the time when I too shall ‘go west’, I am
working out whenever and whatever I can that will
help by a little to preserve the meaning of the old
Indian names. . . . . . . . . . . .”

According to Martyr, Sebastian Cabot, sailing
southward along the Atlantic coast of Florida, twelve
years prior to Ponce de Leon’s first voyage, “found
the course of the waters gently with him from under
the parallel of the Straits of Hercules [that is, from
off Cape Hatteras] to turning the coast of Florida
with Cuba on his left.“
This Labrador Current follows the line of Florida’s terminal keys to the Tortugas, flowing from
there almost in a direct course to the entrance of
Mobile Bay and from there rimming the Gulf shore
line to the coast of Mexico, north of Tampico. Some-
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times this continues south to the shores of Central
and South America, but at other times crosses the
Gulf, and in its course mingles with the water from
the Yucatan Current, to flow to juncture with the
outflowing water in the Gulf Stream at a point a few
miles off the Florida coast, almost if not quite within
sight of the mouth of the Suwannee river.
Columbus noted that, at the time of the discovery,
there was an already established primitive trade between the coasts of Yucatan and Cuba, later known
to have included Florida. “During his fourth voyage
(1503-4), when he was exploring the Gulf south-west
from Cuba, he picked up a canoe laden with cotton
clothing variously dyed.” (Brinton) . The Gulf coast
Indians had learned the use of the square sail in driving before the wind ; and no doubt by its aid, and the
cross-Gulf currents to Florida, and that for returning
to Mexico along the coast, there were established
routes of water traffic and migration. It is thus that
our government hydrographic charts throw light upon
what must have been the first Indian immigration
to Florida.
To anthropologists may be left the working out
of their various surmises as to where progenitors of
the American Indians originated (whether in Asia,
Africa, even Europe, or with stock admixture from
as many sources), and whether or not Florida has a
preeminent claim to prehistoric occupation dating
back thousands of years in human remains reported
discovered at Vero in 1924-the surmise that Indians
from Yucatan reached Florida hundreds of years ago
is borne upon by almost innumerable Indian placenames.
In checking the courses and distances of travel,
and by descriptiveness alone fulfilled by that stream,
accounts of the expedition of de Soto would locate the
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original Indian town of Ocala upon the Suwannee
river. The name signifies “house (home, settlement)
of the spirit-people (ancestors, forefathers) by the
side of the stream (flowing to the Big Water, the
sea) “. This name shows unmistakable linguistic kinship across the Gulf. Some ethnologists are wont to
contend that affinity of language is not creditable evidence of race relationship-citing the fact that negroes speak English in corrupted form, while they
overlook the suggestiveness that words of evident African origin would be proof of an African migration
if the enforced one of negro slavery were not itself a
matter of recorded history.
Brinton remarked the existence of a lingua franca
among the Florida Indians underlying variations into
dialects. That this mother-tongue came from across
the Gulf, and that it extended from Florida (in an
evident course of permeation) into the continental interior, would appear proven by far-flung place-names.
Miami, meaning in translation “always and everlastingly bright” (symbolic in the assertion of race origin as from the east, the sunrise, the dawn of existence as so signified in the Maya, and pointing to the
asserted source of their own immigration into Yucatan) is alike original in Florida, Ohio, and Missouri;
and is not a transplanted name by white immigration
into Florida from Ohio, as sometimes conjectured.
It is said that the name in Ohio as applied to Indians
there was “those of the peninsular”, either of local
significance or as indicating origin that could so commemorate itself in identify with Florida and Yucatan.
The thought occurs that this name and others may
make a cry of the living language of the dead to bear
upon the riddle of the mound-builders.
There is something almost uncanny in the fact
that the Maya, as Brinton says, is a language “pos-
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sessing vitality enough not only to maintain its
ground, but actually to force itself upon European
settlers and supplant their native speech.” The
Spaniards conquered Yucatan, but the Maya speech
conquered the Spanish. In degree it is so where an
offshoot of the Mayas occupied Florida.
The old Indian place-names are veritable wordpictures in their descriptiveness and appreciation of
the beauties of nature. They are polysynthetic (agglutinative) and incorporative. The reading is from
right to left, as with the Chinese ; though in intelligible translation this has to be sometimes reversed.
The earliest known Indian name of Florida was
Ikanayuksa- “the land blessed by the Sun, Moon, and
(their children) the Stars: where the favoring rains,
breezes, light and warmth of heaven make the harvests.”
Among the names of rivers the most notable is the
Suwannee, meaning “water beloved of the Sun-god”,
while probably that of most beautiful significance is
Ichepuckasassa- “where the Moon puts the colors of
the Rainbow into the earth and the Sun draws them
out in the flowers”.
For a time after its discovery the source of the
St. Johns River was supposed to be in what is now
known as Black Creek ; while as we now designate it
the river was then deemed a chain of lakes. It was
so variantly called “Welaka”, “the Moon (lake) water
flowing to the sea, where the gusty winds (like the
flight of a little bird, i. e. intermittently) make the
shining light”, and “Wekiva”, “Where the water rises
up into shining light when the winds blow like the
flight of a little bird”-both descriptive of “white
caps” made by the winds.
West of the Suwannee River, and especially beyond
the Apalachicola, there are proportionately more than

Published by STARS, 2020

9

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6 [2020], Iss. 4, Art. 1

204
elsewhere pure original Indian names of water-courses
and localities-fewer Anglicized in phonetic confusion
-fewer of them corrupted by the Seminole, which
bears the same relationship to original Indian that
negro English does to that of education.
One of such names in West Florida is Chipola
(Chi-pa-yo-ala) , "the stream that sinks into the earth
like the setting Moon”.
On the East Coast, Biscayne Bay is not a name
indicating derivation from that of the European. Bay
of Biscay. It is an abbreviated form of “Bis-chi-yano”, “the favorite path of the rising Moon”.
Of sixty-five springs in the United States denominated as of the first magnitude (flowing sixty-five
million gallons or over per day), eleven are in Florida.
Wakulla, the principal in size of cross-section and
depth, though second to the more famous Silver
Spring in volume of flow, is identifiable by its three
different Indian names as the “fountain of youth”,
said to have been sought by Ponce de Leon and discovered by de Soto, who wintered there in 1539-40.
DeLeon Spring, corrupted from semblance of that
name in “Tah-ille-ya-aha-n” (the initial t being often
interchangeably called d is “where the water flows
upward like the rays of heavenly light out of the
shadow of the hill”.
Silver Spring is an Anglicized corruption of Suaille-aha, “the Sun dancing (glinting) water”.
Ichetucknee Spring is “the bowl of the Rainbow”,
or vase of the Thunder-God”.
Fontanedo, who as a boy was shipwrecked upon
the coast of Florida and held for many years a prisoner of the Indians and who returned to Florida with
the expedition of Pedro Menendez in 1565, in his
Memoir, enumerating names of Indian settlements,
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mentions Coyovea, and thereby gives one clue in uncovering the original form of Green Cove Spring.
The other is traceable beyond the Maya migration.
Gu-r-a-ni-coyovea (ha), “The Water that flows out of
the shadows like moon-light from behind the clouds”.
Tah (hill) in Tallahassee means “hill of the SunGod” (dedicated to his w o r s h i p , just as artificial
mounds were). Tah was also applied generically to
trees. Talla designated the palm tree, as in resemblance to a sun-burst.
Alachua is a contraction from Atl-tah(r)-chu-ha,
and means descriptively “the great dark-moon tree
of the little water” (the rain) : the oaks of full
moon-like crown (the moon in its shaded phases),
having a proclivity for growing in damp ground (effected by the soil water from the rains), a l s o as
probably noting the water dropping from the leaves
in transpiration like the rain.
Chuleotah
of the heavenly (divine spirit)
fire that comes with rain from the Moon” : the pine
as showing an affinity for lightning; and the o preceding the tah is an abbreviated (compressive) form
of o c , spirit, literally: “spirit of breath from the
mouth”, translatable in apposite meaning as also “the
tree of the whispering wind”.
In relation to a body of water, tah means an island, as in instance of Tsala Apopka (Tah-su-ala-yapa-o-pa-ka), "Where the earth makes the island of the
Sun in the lake that rises out of the earth”. Manatee
is the “living, loving mother-island”, applied to the
great water mammal (the sea-cow).
Tah in the etherealized form of Teh was also applied to the so-called “natural wells” of Florida, as
likewise to the “sacred wells” of Yucatan in identical
form of Cenote (Ce-no-teh) , “well of the Moon’s consecration”.
FRANK DREW
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LETTERS OF SAMUEL FORRY, SURGEON U. S.
ARMY, 1837-1838
PART II
(Written to Lieut. J. W. Phelps, Black Creek)

Fort King, August 25th, 1837

Dear Sir:
I now propose giving you the pith of our recent
talk [with the Indian chiefs]. There is, by the way,
a new arrangement in the mails ; it comes twice a
week from Black Creek, and returns once from
Tampa. . . . .
On the first day, the Gen. addressed Coa-hadjo
alone, as he believed him acting in good faith. It is
unnecessary to go into detail, as the second day was
nearly a repetition. Coa concluded by a request that,
in the event of his life’s being endangered by the hostiles, the Gen. would afford protection to his family.
“I am betwixt two fires,” said he ; “the Indians have
threatened me with the fate of Charley Emathla,
should I show a disposition to remove; and should I
oppose it, I am in danger of falling in battle with
you.” The Gen. pledged himself to do so, if Coahadjo would enable him to throw troops between his
family and the enemy.
The next day were present Coa-hadjo, Tuskeneho,
and Hicks. The Gen., having received his cue from
Cudjo, addressed them in a very dogmatic style. It
is unnecessary to maintain the form of a dialogue.
“Who are you? Whence come you? Whom do you
represent? What is your business? You have violated every treaty that you have made. The treaty
must be fulfilled. This is my last talk. I have not
yet begun to fight. I extend your time of emigration
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to the first of October. I came here as your
friend. I brought with me the Creek, your friends
and relatives, in the hope that you would see
your own interest. It is now necessary to decide
in council upon peace or war. On no condition will
I acknowledge Sam Jones as a Chief: he is a fool,
a knave, and a liar ; he is all tongue ; he is a squaw,
and if ever I catch him, I will put a petticoat on him
and whip him around the camp. (Coa smiled and
the other two looked glum.) H a v e you no man of
sense among the Miccasukees to create King? Is
there none inspired with the wisdom of the late John
Kicks? Why don’t you make his son John Chief?
(The countenance of Joe now lit up with animation.)
You have lately stolen our cattle and horses. Now
mark : I have 180 of your prisoners, including negroes. The moment fresh depredations are committed, I will throw them into irons. If you spill a drop
of blood, I will execute them man for man. Two men
were lately killed at the Cape, etc. If this bad occurred subsequent to this talk, I should have executed
two prisoners. (The Indians here i n t e r p o s e d thought it a hard case, as those were a wholly distinct
people, etc.) I have some other facts to tell you. I
know you to be warriors and that you fear not death ;
but I tell you these things that you may discuss them
in council for your own benefit. Had I wished to
destroy. you, I could have brought, instead of the
Creeks, a host of Indians from the West, who are as
much wilder than you, than you are wilder than the
white people. I have 10,000 at my nod. I have only
to will it, and they are here. They are anxious to
come for the sake of your horses and cattle, your
women and children. Their way of fighting is to
kill every warrior captured, and to- make slaves of
women and children. There are now 1000 ready at
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a moment’s warning. These are 400 Shawnees, 200
Choctaws, 200 Delawares, 100 Sacs and Foxes, and
100 Kickapoos. These are facts. Do not imagine
that I hope to frighten you. I am a warrior myself,
and as a warrior I am a stranger to fear; but I have
a wife and children; and for their sake, I wish to
live. Now ponder well in your councils before you
decide upon the words of the President
you
must go.’ If you have no regard for your own lives,
reflect at least upon the condition to which your women and children will be inevitably reduced.”
Coa-hadjo entered upon his reply with the usual
exordium in relation to gods and men. He acknowledged all that Gen. Jesup had said, and repeated what
we have heard a thousand times. All difficulties he
attributed to Sam Jones and the brother of Cooper.
He said there are some Indians who will shake with
one hand the hand of his white brother, and with the
other conceal his weapon. He spoke of the various
treaties that had been made, by which the thread had
become so entangled that it could be unravelled only
by going to Arkansas. He said that he had been
always willing to go, and that the treaty must be fulfilled.
The Miccasukees, he said, had elected a new king
of royal blood ; but that he was yet a boy, and that
Sam Jones ruled the nation as Chief. He had some
hopes of elevating John Hicks to Sam’s station.
As regards the capturing of negroes, you had better, said he, speak to Abraham. Etc., etc.
In conclusion, said Gen. Jesup, let it be plainly
understood that the treaty must be fulfilled. You
may give us much trouble ; but if one year is not sufficient to remove you, we will take 2, 5, 10, or 20. So
many outrages have been committed that it is impossible for you and the whites to live together here. In
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the West, you will be separated from the whites by a
chain of posts, and no citizens will be permitted to
enter your boundary without special permission. I
can grant none of your f a v o u r s now-fulfill your
treaty-the past shall be forgotten-send a delegation to Washington from the West, and I pledge my
honour that the President will not turn you away
from his door.
Gen. Hernandez now made a speech in which he
fought over the battle of Dunlawton, and passed in
review all the devastation of the East, as the Indians
moved from plantation to plantation. Truly, a great
man! Gen. Jesup hastened to neutralize this corroding alkali by pouring over it the oily remark that all
the past must be forgotten.
Well, Paddy left us day before yesterday. We
feel his loss very sensibly, and we are now obliged to
keep closer to the piquets. The same day, Cudjo,
surrounded by thirty-one Miccasukees, was sitting at
the Sutter’s store engaged in conversation. One of
them alluding to the past, threatened to scalp Cudjo,
when our old friend became most impassionately excited, and ran up to the pickets, soliloquizing most
boisterously. He came into the Capt’s. quarters, with
scarce breath enough to relate his hair-breadth escape. The Miccasukee apologized by saying that he
only meant it for a joke.
Last night we had an alarm. A sentinel saw three
Indians between the fort and the garden. Two were
unarmed and one had a pole. He hailed them three
times, and then fired upon their retreat. No traces
of blood can be discovered.
Yoha-hadjo, the brother-in-law of Powell, came
in the night before Paddy left. There is every reason to believe that all are false, excepting perhaps
Coa-hadjo. When Joe Hicks, (it is not John), arose
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to leave the council, he gave Major Ashby a hearty
shake by the hand, saying, “we have a right to shake
hands, we once had a fight.” The Major, surprised,
enquired where, and Joe replied that he had led the
band that attacked the waggon-train near Miconopy.
Yours,
Forry
Lieut. Phelps
Sunday morning-The Tampa mail has not arrived,
but your amusing dissertation with comical illustrations has just greeted my eye.
I condensed that talk as much as I could. I do
not wish it to pass of your hands.
*
*
*
Fort King, August 29th, 1837

Dear Misanthropos :
How often does it occur that man’s best motives
are misconstrued? How often is it that his best exertions are rewarded with censure! My two last letters were written to you under peculiar circumstances.
As we have had no mail from Tampa for a fortnight,
I availed myself of two private opportunities to keep
you apprized of current events ; and yet, in the face
of all this, you descend upon me with the preponderating ponderosity of an avalanche! As Gen. Jesup
departed directly after the breaking up of the council, I had only time to scratch the scrawl which seems
to have soured you so mysteriously. And now I am
writing to you with equal haste, as the Capt. has
resolved to despatch an express to Miconope, although
the regular Tampa mail has not yet arrived. As regards estrangement, I have not a single compunction
of conscience, and I, therefore, naturally seek for its
cause in the discordant vibrations of the cerebral
fibres of your misanthropic genius.
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This morning an Indian showed himself on the
brow of the hill near the spring. Cudjo and the officer of the day walked out. He stated that, owing to
sickness among some women and children, several
families were still on this side of the Ocklawaha, and
that his object in coming was to obtain for them a
handful of salt. He added that when the Council
was being held, Sam Jones was on the opposite side
of Ocklawaha, intending. to bring on some cattle; but
learning the decision of Gen. Jesup, he withdrew.
He says that he has just come from the vicinity of
Fort Mellon, and that much disease prevails, especially among the children.
On the morning that Paddy left us, a fine-looking
female came to camp, who had, a few days before,
her ears cropped and her nose clipped. You know
that according to Indian custom, a widow is doomed
to four years of “single blessedness.” But she, a
voluptuous creature, unable to resist the warm impulses of nature, counted months instead of years.
Thus the flesh triumphed over the spirit, in the language of the erudite St. Paul. Her husband was
mutilated in the same manner. The lady concealed
her ears, and held the corner of her handkerchief upon
the nose, but I discovered that she had been deprived
only of the tip. She is enceinte, and will soon find it
necessary to invoke the aid of Lucina or Lucindia, or
anybody else that presides on such occasions.
I presume you have heard of Gen. Jesup’s wild
excursion in pursuit of his sword. The evening on
which he started from here for Miconope, he left his
sword at the seven-mile pond, and did not ascertain
his loss until his arrival at Miconope. Unwilling that
his weapon should share the fate of Gen. Clinch’s, he,
accompanied by Lieut. Searle and half a dozen horsemen, returned, got the -sword, and proceeded on their
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way rejoicing. Thus the Gen. rode 64 miles in one
night.
To be serious, however, in regard to my letter of
the 20th, I can only say that I have only a slight recollection of its general tenor. I keep no copies of my
epistolary correspondence ; and therefore instead of
a general charge of estrangement, I would beg you
to reduce your charges to specific allegations.
Yours forever,
F o r r y
Lieut. J. W. Phelps.
*

*

*

(Address lacking)

Fort King, September lst, 1837
Dear Phelps,
We are now living here in glorious monotony.
The only news I have to communicate is that we have
not yet had a mail from Tampa, which may be construed into negative news. It affords us, however,
the opportunity of speculating upon the causes of its
delay. Perhaps Joe Hicks is about taking some prisoners with the view of exchanging with the General
for his family. the last twenty hours we have
had a most awful storm. It exceeds the former one
by fifty per cent.
We have received an accession of one company of
Dragoons, under Lieut. Cade.
For a week past, a party has been engaged in clearing out, for several hundred yards, the hammock in
the vicinity of the Spring. Another party is erecting
large quarters inside of the pickets, for men and
stores. It nearly fills up the arenose area, and the
eaves of the roof overlooks the pickets.
Cudjo says that Paddy was very much afraid of
the Miccasukees when he set out for Tampa. He
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overheard him endeavoring to ingratiate himself into
their favour. He said that, in coming to Florida, he
had been controlled by circumstances, and that the
white man acted towards the Indians as the latter
does towards two pups-he pulls them both by the
ears and makes them fight. Paddy tried to appease
them. by making many presents, and wished to purchase a barrel of flour to distribute among them.
When Boyd and the Indians were pushing on the
way, Paddy amused the Indians here till after midday. He made most empassioned speeches, and they
frequently almost assailed him. I hope Paddy has
suffered nothing on the way.
There is some consolation in the reflection that this
is the first of September. I hope it may possess the
exhilarating effect of arousing you from the slough
of despondency into which you have fallen
despondency which causes you to view God and his
works with a jaundiced eye.
Yours truly,
Samuel Forry
*

*

*

(Written to Lieut. J. W. Phelps, Fort Heileman, Florida)

Fort King, September 5th, 1837
Dear Phelps :
In my last letter I forgot to mention an interesting fact. It was communicated by Col. Gates to our
Captain as confidential. I know not why it should be
regarded as of a private character; but if you have
not heard it before, I would not wish you to make it
known as coming from me. The ways of the great
are mysterious,-a fact that will account for a host
of things.
When Gen. Jesup got back to Miconopy after holding his talk at this post, he learned some of the secret

Published by STARS, 2020

19

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6 [2020], Iss. 4, Art. 1

214

cabinet history of the Seminoles. It was communicated to him by Yoholo-hadjo, (the roaring wind).
This Creek, you know, being imprisoned at Columbus, as a hostile, was released by the Gen. He told
the Gen. that “old Tustenug,” who was introduced by
Paddy as Powell’s aid, and Tuskeneho, one of the
delegation, had come to our camp as spies ; and that
they had made a proposition to the Creeks to unite
with them against the whites. The first object in
view was the taking of Forts King and Defiance ; and
this was to be effected by a simultaneous movement,
in which the Creeks were to attack within and the
Seminoles without.
The Gen. will be on our frontier again in a few
days. Abraham had consented to act as a guide, on
condition that in the event of Miconope or Jumper, or
either of their families, being taken, the lives of all
shall be saved. This is quite a magnanimous trait
in Sohanac’s character.
Well, C o l . Harvey has had an “excursion”. Do
you remember how you criticised the use of that word
in my Miconopy ride? You assumed the ground that
as my visit was a matter of duty, it could be no excursion. Was not Col. Harvey’s expedition a matter
of duty? With me, however, it was no matter of
duty. Being submitted to my option, I was anxious
to go, principally on account of the ride. In both
cases, however, I maintain that the word is correctly
applied. In Scott’s Napoleon, you read of Generals
with 10,000 men making excursions. . . . . . . .
. . . . Your letter of the 2d with a host of amusing details has just arrived.
Accounts from Washington say that our campaign
is not to be opened till the first of November. A letter from Capt. Lion, at Fort Monroe, states that
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there were at that post 900 Recruits, and that in a
few days the number would be 2000.
Believe me yours, etc.,
Lieut. J. W. Phelps,
F o r r y
Fort Heileman
*
*
*
[Written to Lieut. J. W. Phelps, Fort Heileman, Florida)

Fort King, September 15th, 1837.
My dear John :
This morning about four o’clock we were aroused
from our slumbers by the pleasing intelligence of Gen.
H e r n a n d e z ’s immortality. O! ye Gods a n d little
fishes! From Papaminaquaddy bay to the isles of
the Southern ocean, his name will henceforth sound
like a great war trumpet!
But it strikes me that the glory of this victory is
tarnished by a breach of public faith. The act cannot even find any justification on the ground of fighting an enemy with his own weapons. As Philip never
signed a treaty, he has of course violated none. Admitting him, however, bound by the acts of Miconope,
his position when taken was so near our imaginary
boundary line that an infringement of stipulations
can scarcely be alledged. The word of Gen. Jesup, in
presence of Gen. Hernandez, was pledged, giving
them a further extension of time, until the first of
October, to prepare for immigration. Philip holds
possession of the soil by tenure of the Great Spirit,
not unlike Adam in the garden of Eden; and as he
never yielded up his right, no power on earth can
justly deprive him of it. He is an original proprietor
of the soil, the claim to which has been transmitted
to him by the remotest succession. Euchee Billy and
Jack were driven from the Creek country by Gen.
Jackson. The course of Gen. Hernandez seems to me
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of doubtful propriety ; but success generally Vindicates every enterprise. Had he been unsuccessful,
would he not be deeply censured for having precipitated
hostilities before the General is ready for the field,
or the crops of corn have been gathered? If I am
wrong in this view of the question, do set me right.
The Baron is once more arrested-he is a gone
case.
John Lee Williams has published a book on Florida. Capt. Galt represents him as a man of good intentions, mediocre talents, but an intimate knowledge
of the country-he is a broken-down gentleman, residing at Picolata, and he has lived here ever since
the exchange of flags. His book, according to an advertisement in a New York paper, is entitled-“The
Territory of Florida, or Sketches of the Topography,
Civil and Natural History of the Country, the Climate, and the Indian Tribes, from the first discovery
to the present time.”
If you can procure a copy for me, I wish you would
send it by the Express mail. It may perhaps be offered for sale at your post.
As a letter from you describing the battles and
victories of our Hidalgo Gen. is now on the way to
me, it will be a matter of amusement to see how our
ideas will graduate. We now behold the same object
from different points, and the respective shades of
colour it will receive may determine what resemblance
there is in the mental medium through which we view
the same facts.
Capt. Beall, a day or two ago, took an Indian trail
and followed it many miles towards the cove of the
Ouithlacoochee. The Indians, it is thought, must
have driven off 150 head of cattle, as the trail was
30 yards wide.
Yours forever,
Forry
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Lieut. Dade has made a scout as far as his cousin’s
battle-ground. All is quiet.
I remain yours with all the affection of a mother
for her first bornForry
*
*
*
(Written to Lieut. J. W. Phelps, Black Creek)

Fort King, September 19th
Monsieur PhelpsYour two last letters have just come, fair and
comely as the Siamese twins. I am obliged to answer
you in great haste.
Two discharged soldiers have just arrived here
from Tampa, having come thro’on foot and unarmed.
They say that ten Indians had come into Tampa, declaring their intention to emigrate. Like stupid jackanapes, all they know is that one Hicks was among
them. Our war is a riddle, and all the world is a
humbug.
The question in regard to Gen. Hernandez you
view in a very philosophical light; but the point to
which I wished to direct your special attention was its
justness in relation to a breach of public faith.
Keith is as crazy as a June bug. Before leaving,
he called upon me, saying that he had discovered,
when standing on post near the grave yard, that the
inmates of the graves were lying in a trance. He
was led to the discovery of this fact by studying the
instinct of the dogs.
“Frostwork
upon the casement.” Well, this
phrase has been obnoxious to your hyper-critical
genius ; and in delving through the mountains of
knowledge that, like Pelion and Ossan, are piled up
in your cranium, you discovered that I have stolen
it from Byron. Pray, tell me from what portion of
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the noble Lord’s works. As regards myself, I can
conscientiously say that it has been with me a fav o u r i t e comparison before ever I read Byron. If
stolen, it must therefore be purloined second-handed.
I forgot to add some other information from Tampa, viz ; four mules have been stolen. This may answer as a set-off to the more favourable past.
We have just received the three first numbers of
Lockhart’s life of Scott. It is fine.
Poinsett has issued an order that no citizen shall
be appointed the Artillery; and that in the Infantry, the candidate must undergo an examination. A
requisition has been made on Tennessee for troops.
Yours in haste and infinite friendship,
Lieut. Phelps
Forry
*
*
*
(Written to Lieut. J. W. Phelps, Black Creek)

Fort King, September 26th, 1837
Dear Phelps :
I cannot complain that I received no letter from
you this morning, as my last was very diminutive,
nor will the present one be longer.
The Baron has just told me that a mail will be
off in a few minutes, and so I avail myself of the opportunity to say that I am just alive and no more. I
am most heartily sick of the hammock and pine barren-a feeling of sympathy communicated by your
lugubrious epistles. Nearly the whole garrison is, at
this moment, drunk. The Catalonia has, of course,
arrived, and a large supply of kindred drinks by the
waggon train. This post has become quite unhealthy.
There are now forty cases on the sick-list, mostly intermittent fever.
You will observe that the Baron is reinstated in
the honours of his office. The Gen. has been so kind

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol6/iss4/1

24

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6, Issue 4

as to make another effort to “wean him from his unfortunate habits.”
I applied to the General about a week ago to be
relieved temporarily, with the view of visiting St.
Augustine. He has not yet condescended to reply to
the request of his humble servant.
There is a letter lying here from Abraham to Coahadjo; but Tufts, damn him, says I must stop.
Yours truly,
Sam Forry
*
*
*
(Written to Lieut. J. W. Phelps, Black Creek)

Fort King, Florida,
September or rather October 3d, 1837
My dear Phelps,
Your welcome epistle has just come to hand. I
am much gratified to learn that Dr. Turner is on his
way to post. I received an order by last mail to
proceed to Fort Peyton upon his arrival. . . . . . . .
. . . . Were I not in expectation of seeing you in
a few days, I would give you a copy of Abraham’s letter to Coa-hadjo.
We have received intelligence of Coa-cuchee’s being enticed into St. Augustine-that he came under
protection of a white flag, which secured him a position in the old Fort. Can such things be enacted by
men who call themselves civilized? I do not, however, credit this report.
I have the honour to be very respectfully,
your obedient servant,
Sam Forry
Lieut. Phelps
[This series of letters will be concluded in the next
number
Q U A R T E R L Y , with an account of the
seizure of Osceola, Miconopy, Coe-Hadjo, and other
chiefs.]
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FORT GEORGE (ST. MICHAEL),

PENSACOLA

On viewing Pensacola for the first time one is at
once impressed with the gradual rise of P a l a f o x
Street from the waters of the bay northward to the
top of an eminence where tall shaft has been erected in memory of the soldiers of the Confederacy. To
the southwest of this monument there are still traces
of a fort where grim-visaged war was waged more
than a century ago. Flags of three nations have
waved from the fortification built on this commanding
position, and the results of battles fought here have
reached to distant lands and had weight in the councils of kings and diplomats.
From this place there once departed a regiment
of British soldiers destined for Boston to oppose the
patriots of the American Revolution. At a later date.
15,000 men under the flag of Spain and in command
of Bernardo de Galvez, the dashing young governor
of Louisiana, waged battle against less than one-tenth
the number of British soldiers ; and its capture by
the Spaniards, together with that of the other British
posts in West Florida has been considered such an
aid to the American forces that the descendants of
those Spanish soldiers are entitled to membership in
the patriotic society known as the Sons of the American Revolution.
This hill, well outside the early Spanish town, was
entirely neglected by them; their only fortification
near the settlement being a stockade of pine posts.
During the first years of the British occupation the
town’s immediate defences consisted only of a like,
though more formidable, stockade fort near its center.
1
Year Book of the Louisiana Society, Sons of the American
Revolution for 1921. p. 34
.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol6/iss4/1

26

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6, Issue 4

221
But not long after the arrival of Peter Chester, governor of West Florida from 1770 to 1781, it was determined to strengthen the fortifications of the place.
George Street (now P a l a f o x ) had been extended
through the swamp, which with the bay entirely surrounded the town, then carried to the top of this
hill, called Gage Hill in honor of General Gage, at the
time in command of the British forces in America.
Here was built Fort George, named for King George
III.
2
"In the center of the fortress was the council chamber
of the province. . . . . .
“In that chamber on one occasion could have been seen a
man in the prime of life, partly in Indian dress, in earnest
conversation with Governor Chester and William Panton, the
millionaire and merchant prince of the Floridas. By the evident admixture of white and Indian blood in his veins, his
skin had lost several shades of the hue, his hair the peculiar
stiffness, and his cheek bones somewhat of the prominence of
those of his aboriginal ancestry. He was tall and slender;
his eyes, black and piercing, beamed with the light that belongs to those of the cultured; the Indians said his high
forehead was arched like a horseshoe; the fingers which hold
the pen with which he is writing, during a pause in the conversation, are long and slender; he speaks and then reads
what he has written; all is in the purest English, to which he
is capable of giving point by an apt classical quotation. On
a future occasion he will enter that chamber with the commission of a British colonel. A few years later he will hold
a like commission from the King of Spain. A few years later
still will find him a brigadier-genera1 of the United States.
That man is Alexander McGillivray. . . . . .
“In that chamber three men were once seated at a table,
attended by two secretaries busily writing, one in English, the
other in Spanish. One of the three is Governor Chester, another is General John Campbell, a distinguished English officer whom fortune has just deserted. The third, a young-looking Spaniard, too young for his insignia of a Spanish general,
is Don Bernardo de Galvez, the governor and military com2
Campbell, Historical Sketches of Colonial Florida, (Cleveland, 1892), pp. 88-90

Published by STARS, 2020

27

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6 [2020], Iss. 4, Art. 1

222
mander of Louisiana. Those three men are closing a drama
and writing the last paragraph of a chapter of history. The
two papers the secretaries are writing, when signed, will
separate, one going to London, the other to Madrid, to meet
again at Versailles. At Versailles they will be copied substantially into the duplicates of the treaty of 1783 between
Spain and Great Britain, and constitute its Article V.
“A pigeon-hole on the side of that chamber once contained
an order from Lord Dartmouth, dated January, 1774, to the
commander-in-chief of West Florida, to forward a regiment
from Pensacola to revolutionary Boston to quell the tea
riots. . . . . .”

The fort has been described as a quadrangle with
bastions at each coiner. Within were barracks for
the garrison, powder magazines and the council chamber already mentioned. The number and size of its
artillery is unknown and cannot be ascertained from
any records available. Defenses near the entrance of
the bay had been constructed and by a system of signals communication could be had with Fort George.
The years following the completion of these defenses saw Pensacola increasing in population and a
remarkable growth of its trade and commerce, and
the beginning of the American Revolution in 1776
marked a further increase in the prosperity of the
community. Many persons of intelligence and wealth
in the more northern colonies who would not agree
with the principles of the revolutionists removed to
Florida. The great firm of Panton, Leslie & Company established headquarters in the city and engaged
in an export trade which included pine timber, cedar,
hides, tallow, pitch, bees-wax, salt fish, dried skins,
and furs and peltries of all descriptions. The disbursements of the British Government amounted to
the then huge sum of two hundred thousand pounds
per year. British military and naval authorities
were greatly impressed with the future possibilities
3 Ibid pp. 98, 99
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of the harbor, and preparations were made to establish a great naval station. While in the more northern portion of the continent battles were being
fought, Pensacola was thoroughly Tory, and peace
and quiet reigned.
The British had established firm relations with
the Indians and were at apparent peace with their
Spanish neighbors to the west. The garrisons in
West Florida had been reduced and, as before mentioned, many of the troops had been sent to the northern colonies to be used against General Washington. But in 1779 this peaceful condition was about
to end. On August 19 of that year Don Bernardo de
Galvez published at New Orleans a proclamation of
the Spanish King acknowledging independence of the
United States and Galvez began his preparations for
offensive operations against Pensacola and other
points in West Florida occupied by the British.
In the war for American independence many foreign soldiers fought on the side of the Americans.
From France came Lafayette ; from Poland, Kosciusko; from Prussia, Baron Von Steuben; but there
was another who never wore an American uniform
who contributed to the undoing of King George III
in his determination to crush out the spirit of liberty
in America. This person was Don Bernardo de Galvez, the twenty-four year old Governor of Louisiana.
It is not out of place to describe some of the achievements of this brilliant soldier and administrator who
cleared the lower Mississippi Valley and the Gulf of
Mexico of British control, for which he won the
thanks of General Washington. Regarding the importance of the Spanish intervention during the Revolution it has been said: “Had England been in possession of the Mississippi as well as the St. Lawrence
4

Hamilton, Colonial Mobile (Boston, 1898), p. 252
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in the negotiations for peace, it is not difficult to see
that the United States would have had, in all human
probability, quite another destiny.”
Galvez was born near Mallaga, Spain, and began his military career at the age of sixteen. After
a short service in the Spanish army as a cadet he obtained a three years’leave of absence to serve in the
French army, and on his return was made a lieutenant. He took part in the campaign in Morocco
under Count Alexander O ’R e i l l y , one-time Governor
at New Orleans, and in this campaign so distinguished himself that he rose to the rank of colonel. On
his return he was named colonel of a Louisiana regiment and came to America, where he later succeeded
Don Luis Unzaga as governor of Louisiana. Galvez became very liberal towards the French colonials
then residing in Louisiana and restored to them the
right to trade with France. He made many improvements in the city of New Orleans. Upon the outbreak
of the American Revolution he pursued a policy of
benevolent neutrality towards the Americans. It is
said that at one time he personally donated the sum
of $70,000.00 to the American cause, and on numerous occasions permitted sale of arms and ammunition
to representatives of the colonies then struggling
against the mighty power of Great Britain. At that
time a resident of New Orleans, Oliver Pollock, a
wealthy merchant from Philadelphia, acted as Agent
of the Continental Congress, between whom and
Galvez there existed a strong personal friendship.
Galvez in later years became viceroy of Mexico and
died in office.
Upon receipt of authority from King Charles of
Spain to seize the British posts in West Florida, Galvez
proceeded to organize an army, and calling a meeting
5

Bryant, History of the United States. IV, 7
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of French inhabitants of New Orleans in the Place des
Armes made an eloquent appeal to the citizens of
Louisiana to join him. He stated that he would renounce the governorship if the natives and inhabitants
did not support him in fighting England. The liberal
treatment of the French settlers and the fact that
France had joined the Americans, together with the
great popularity of the youthful governor, caused the
French, Spanish, and American residents of Louisiana
to join his forces. Refusing to wait for further reinforcements from Havana, Galvez with about seven
hundred men composed of the Spanish. regiment,
French creoles, Arcadians, and American volunteers
under Pollock, captured Baton Rouge and Natchez,
then garrisoned by British troops. His next attack
was upon Fort Charlotte at Mobile which he captured
March 14, 1780; and early in the following year he
began his great movement against the stronghold of
the at Pensacola. In all of these operations
he indirectly but materially aided by the Americans in the West under George Rogers Clark, who
prevented cooperation between the British in Canada
The forces of the British at
and in West Florida.
Pensacola were at low ebb, and that Government was
unable to send reenforcements. The Spanish army
cut off all customary supplies from the interior and
the garrison of Fort George was on the point of starvation. With the Waldeck soldiers at Pensacola was
a chaplain known as Field Preacher Stuernagel who
has l e f t to posterity a journal of his activities.
Therein we find this entry, in speaking of the condiHamilton, op. cit. p. 252. Reports of the officers in command of these posts at their capture, to Major-General Campbell at Pensacola, and extracts of the latter’s report to London
will be found in Official Bulletin of the National Society of
the, American
Revolution, June, 1923, pp. 72-74
7
Cox, The West Florida Controversy 1798-1813 (Baltimore,
1918),
p. 15
8
Von Eelking, Deutsche Hulfstruppen (Hanover, 1863).
6
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tions at that time: “This morning we drank water
and had a piece of bread with it; at mid-day we had
nothing to drink but water; our evening meal consisted of a pipe of tobacco and a glass of water. A
ham was sold for $7.00 ; a pound of tobacco costs
$4.00; a pound of coffee $1.00. The men have long
been without rum. From hard service and such want
diseases were more and more engendered."
Meanwhile G a l v e z was receiving from Havana
supplies and reenforcements for his movement against
Fort George. A British cruiser captured in the gulf
a number of vessels loaded with supplies which included rum, meal, coffee, sugar and other provisions,
in addition to quantities of munitions of war, a large
amount of money, silver plate, and wines. All of
these welcome supplies were brought into Pensacola
and the British spirits revived.
For the defense of Pensacola General Campbell,
the British commander, had about 1200 soldiers ; of
which he placed 50 Waldecks in the fort at Red Cliff
(which today is Barrancas) under Major Pentzel,
with a few picees of heavy artillery Ft. George.
Galvez was long in his preparations, and while
Campbell was waiting and watching for attack he
dispatched a small expedition toward the Mississippi
commanded by Captain Von Hanxleden, senior officer
of the Waldecks. This expedition met with disaster;
the commanding officer was killed with many others,
and the survivors returned to Pensacola after suffering great hardships.
On the 9th of March, 1781, the British warship
Mentor, lying in the lower bay, fired the signal guns
announcing that the Spaniards were approaching.
The next morning thirty-eight Spanish ships were
9
Von
10

Eelking, II, 146
Campbell, op. cit., p. 126
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lying off the harbor, some of them landing troops and
artillery. That night a British vessel was dispatched
to Jamaica with request for reinforcements, which
could not be had, and even if sent, could not have arrived before the overwhelming Spanish forces had
captured the city. The Spaniards placed a battery on
Santa Rosa Island and opened fire upon the Mentor,
Which returned the fire until she had received considerable damage and then retired near the town.
The Spanish ships in attempting to cross the bar, met
with difficulties. One vessel ran aground, whereupon
the admiral of the fleet declined to risk any more of
his larger vessels. Galvez boarded the brig Galvestown, commanded by Roesseau, a creole, and followed
by a schooner and two gun-boats, crossed the bar and
boldly entered the port. The squadron followed next
day.
Galvez was now in possession of the harbor with a
fleet of thirty-eight vessels, together with an, army
from Havana, and those he had brought from Louisiana. Yet with this imposing force he elected to remain inactive until he could receive still more reinforcements from Havana, and on April 16th there arrived eighteen more vessels and additional troops.
Galvez almost completely surrounded Fort George
with entrenchments. About one-third of a mile north
and west these developed into a stronghold built of
timber and earth almost as large as Fort George itself.
During its construction this was concealed
from the observation of the British by pine woods,
but immediately upon its completion the timber
growth was removed from its front. The fort was
named San Bernardo by Galvez, for his patron saint.
11
12

Ibid. p. 128
Remains of these entrenchments exist today near Spring,
Gonzalez,
and Brainard streets.
13
Campbell, op. cit., p. 131
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The struggle between the two forts began on April 27th
and the firing continued on both sides both night and
day until May 1 when the British suspended firing, but
resumed again upon the 2nd. Considerable damage
was done to Fort George and there was a continual
demand for repairs. With the limited number of
available men the beseiged soldiers within the fort
received but short release from duty, and it. is said
that many of the men fell beside their guns from
fatigue and exhaustion. The firing of the Spaniards
was very heavy; they were constantly seeking the
powder magazine. Through many days of firing it
escaped-until the British commander, by an imprudent act, placed the information of its whereabouts
in the hands of the Spaniards. An officer of the
Tory provincials, guilty of some misconduct, was
drummed out of the fort during the siege instead of
being kept a prisoner within. This man went to
the Spaniards and informed them of the condition of
the garrison and defenses and of the location of the
powder magazine. For three days and nights the
Spaniards directed vigorous firing upon that part of
the fort, and on the morning of May 8 the hill was
shaken by a tremendous explosion. The
had blown up killing fifty men outright and severely
wounding an equal number. A great breach was
made in the walls of the fort and immediately the
Spanish forces prepared for the assault. The British
commander caused every gun to be charged and some
placed so as to sweep the breach in the walls, then he
hoisted the white flag over his damaged ramparts and
sent an officer under a flag of truce to the Spanish
general proposing terms of surrender. The terms
proposed by Campbell were as follows: “The troops
to march out of the breach with flying colors and
14

Ibid.

p. 134
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drums beating, each man with six cartridges in his
cartridge box, at the distance of five hundred paces,
the arms to be stacked, the officers to retain their
swords, all troops to be shipped as soon as possible,
at the cost of the Spaniards, to a British port to be
designated by the Spanish commander, under parole
not to serve against Spain or her allies." Galvez
replied that the terms proposed would not be conceded
without modification. General Campbell in turn replied that no modification was permissible, and stated
that in case they were not conceded he would hold the
fort to the last man. Galvez then consented to the
original terms.
15
Ibid. p. 135. Galvez has been severely censured for this
evident disregard of the American interests in allowing these
terms to Campbell, thereby adding the surrendered garrison
of Fort George to the British army facing General Washington during an exceedingly critical period; but Spain and the
American colonies were not allies, so this act was not a breach
of plighted faith to the Americans. In a letter to Francisco
Rendon, Spanish agent (pub. in Proceedings of the Louisiana
Society, Sons of the American Revolution for 1918, pp. 30-31)
Washington refers masterfully to this article of the capitulation : “I have no doubt, from General Galvez's well-known attachment to the cause of America, that he would have refused
the articles, which have been deemed exceptionable, had there
not been very powerful reasons to induce his acceptance of
them.“ - Ed.
16
The Louisiana Society, Sons of the American Revolution
through the efforts of C. Robert Churchill, President, has secured copies of a number of documents relating to Galvez’s capture of Fort George, mostly from Archive General de Indias
at Seville. A few of these have been published in the Year
Book of the Society during the past few years, the remainder
are available at their headquarters in New Orleans. Among
them is “a complete list of the soldiers serving under Gen. Don
Bernardo de Galvez in his campaigns against the British in
Louisiana, 1779 - against the British at Mobile, 1780 - and
against Pensacola in 1781.”
Among the Clinton papers, now in the William L. Clements
Library, University of Michigan, are manuscript maps of the
operations at Pensacola, 1781. A list of these maps is now in
press.
There was published without imprint: Diario de los Operciones contra la Plaza de Panzacola concluida por las Armas
de S. M. Catolica baxo las ordenes del Mariscal de Campo D.
Bernardo de Galvez. It has been claimed that this was
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The British not only surrendered the fort, but they
surrendered the country. It was provided in the articles of capitulation that the British inhabitants and
those who may have been subjects of the -King of
Great Britain might retire in full security and sell
their property and estate within the time limited for
their emigration, which was fixed at eighteen months.
Galvez in his military operations had carefully avoided damaging the town.
The British inhabitants in due time, after an extension granted to them by the King of Spain, removed, it is said, with the exception of one man. The
Spanish government demanded the banishment of all
Protestant British under the treaty of Versailles, but
the Spaniards knew that to banish William Panton.
would cause the abandonment of his great commercial enterprise, and the absence of his great influence
with the Indian inhabitants would very likely reduce
Pensacola to the miserable conditions of 1763. The
influence of Panton was greater than that of a regiment of soldiers, and accordingly the religious test
was waived as to him and for it was substituted an
oath of allegiance to the Spanish king. Even a treaty
was made with him, whereby he and his commercial
house was granted a monopoly of the Indian trade.
It is said that the stipulations on both sides were
faithfully observed, and later Spain was indebted to
the firm in the sum of over $200,000.00, which in due
time was paid.
The Spaniards being now in possession of Pensacola and West Florida, Fort George was repaired and
named St. Michael, Latin saint of Galvez.
In the War of 1812 the British in Canada formed
an alliance with the northern Indians, and Tecumseh,
printed at Pensacola, which is unlikely. It was probably published in Mexico.
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known as the Great Chief of the Shawnees, was sent
south to influence the Seminoles and Creeks. His appeal caused a division among the Creeks and many
of them joined the war party, hostile to the Americans, and became known as Red Sticks. Shortly after
the departure of Tecumseh from the southern country, British agents with supplies appeared on the
coast of the Gulf of Mexico and the Red Sticks were
supplied with arms and ammunition without hindrance and apparently with the permission of the
Spanish authorities. In September, 1814, there came
into the harbor of Pensacola a British fleet and a
force of marines, and without resistance on the part
of Governor Manrique they took possession of Forts
St. Michael and San Carlos and a battery on Santa
Rosa Island ; and once more the flag of Great Britain
was seen from the ramparts of these fortifications.
Lieutenant Colonel Nicholls, commander of the
marines, began to enlist Indians whom he supplied
with British uniforms and drilled in the streets of
Pensacola. Nicholls took it upon himself to issue
proclamations denouncing the Americans, and it was
from Pensacola that he attempted to form an alliance
with Lafitte, chief of the Louisiana pirates. His appeal to Lafitte was without effect, for the freebooter
shortly afterwards entered into negotiations with the
Americans in Louisiana, which resulted in his joining
with the force of Jackson in support of the American
cause. It was from Pensacola that Nicholls and
Percy, commander of the naval forces, proceeded to
attack Fort B o y e r on Mobile Point. The British
were repulsed in this attack and returned to Pensacola.
General Andrew Jackson, having defeated the
17
18

Brevard, A
(DeLand, 1924), I, 32.
Fuller, The Purchase of Florida (Cleveland, 1906), p. 207
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Creeks in Alabama, now determined to drive the
British from Pensacola. He wrote to the Spanish
governor reminding him of the peaceful relations between Spain and the United States, criticizing him
for permitting the British to make Pensacola the base
of their operations against America, and demanding
that he expel them. The Spanish governor Manrique
sent an insulting and defiant reply which was not
calculated to inspire in J a c k s o n further peaceful
methods in clearing the British from the Spanish territory.
Appearing suddenly on the western side of Pensacola on the 6 t h of November with about three
thousand men, Jackson dispatched an officer under a
white flag to the fort. When the officer was fired
upon, Jackson in person made a reconnaissance and
found the fort to be manned by Spanish, as well as
English troops, while in the harbor there were seven
English. war vessels. Jackson then occupied the site
of old Fort San Bernardo. Surmising the Spanish
would expect an attack from the west, the same night
he marched his army by a circuitous route and took
position on the eastern extremity of the town, preparing to enter along what is now known as Government Street. Here he found a battery of two guns
which opened fire upon his troops, supported by soldiers concealed behind fences and houses. The
storming party charged the battery and the Spanish
artillerymen retreated. The Americans advanced
into the town where they were met by the governor
in person with a white flag and an offer of surrender.
The offer was accepted by General Jackson ; but when
a detachment was about to proceed to take possession
of Fort St. Michael the Americans were informed that
Captain Soto, in command, refused to obey the gov19

Campbell, op. cit., p. 230
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ernor’s instructions. Jackson prepared to storm the
fort, but at midnight of the 7th Soto formally surrendered the fort. Nicholls in the meantime withdrew the English soldiers and retreated to the vessels in the bay. On the morning of the 8th, while
the Americans were preparing to march upon Barrancas, the whole community was startled by a great
explosion, and upon investigation it was found that
the British had blown up Fort San Carlos.
The operations in and around Pensacola on this
occasion resulted in slight losses. The American
casualties being seven killed and eleven wounded, and
on the part of the Spaniards four killed and six
wounded. The Spanish inhabitants were apparently
much pleased to have the British retreat, and as Jackson rigidly enforced good conduct on the part of his
soldiers and Indians, he and his army made a favorable impression. He proceeded to blow up Fort St.
Michael ; and on the ninth of November departed for
New Orleans, convinced that was the destination of
the British.
Four years later Jackson found it necessary, for
the same reasons, to again invade the Spanish territory. On May 23, 1818, he advanced upon Pensacola,
marching from St. Marks. Without having encountered resistance he was in possession of St. Michael
the same day. Governor Masot had retreated with
most of his force to Fort San Carlos, which he surrendered four days later, together with the province
of West Florida.
A provisional government, with its officers appointed by Jackson from his army, was in control of
West Florida until September of the following year
when the country was again taken over by a Spanish
20

Ibid.,
2 1

p.
p.
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force from Havana. This latter transfer may be regarded as little more than a gesture-for on February
22; of that year, a treaty had been signed ceding both
Floridas to the United States. For two years the
Spanish flag floated over Pensacola, but on July 17,
1821, it was replaced by that of the United States.
Now, however, the exchange of flags occurred in the
Plaza, for Fort George, which had become Fort St.
Michael, was little more than a memory.
FRED CUBBERLY

.

.

,

I
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JAMES MONROE, SECRETARY OF STATE, TO
GEORGE MATTHEWS
Department of State
April 4, 1812
George Matthews

G e n .
Sir,
I have had the honor to receive your letter of the
14th of March, and have now to communicate to you
the sentiments of the President on the very interesting subject to which it relates. I am sorry to have
to state that the measures which you appear to have
adopted for obtaining possession of Amelia Island and
other parts East Florida, are not authorized by
the law of’ the United States under which you have
acted. You were authorized by the law, a copy of
which was communicated, and by your instructions
which are strictly conformable to it, to take possession of East Florida only in case one of the following
contingencies should happen : either that the Governor,
or other existing local authority, should be disposed
to place it amicably in the hands of the United States,
or that an attempt should be made to take possession
of it by a foreign power. Should the first contingency
happen, it would follow that the arrangement being
amicable would require no force on the part of the
United States to carry it into effect, It was only in
case of an attempt to take it by a foreign power that
force could be necessary in event only were you
authorized to avail yourself of it.
In neither of these contingencies was it the policy
of the law, or purpose of the Executive, to wrest the
province forcibly from Spain, but only to occupy it
1
From the original, in Bureau of Index and Archives, Washington, D. C.
..
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with a view to prevent its falling into the hands of
any foreign power, and to hold that pledge under the
existing peculiarity of the circumstances of the Spanish monarchy for a just result in an amicable negotiation with Spain.
Had the U. S. been disposed to proceed otherwise,
that intention would have been manifested by a
change of the law and suitable measures to carry it
into effect, and as it was in their power to take possession whenever they might think that circumstances
authorize and require it, it would be the more to be
regretted if possession should be effected by any
means irregular in themselves and subjecting the
Government of the U. S. to unmerited censure.
The views of the Executive respecting East Florida are further illustrated by your instructions as to
West Florida. Although the U. S. have thought they
had a good title to the latter Province they did not
take possession until after the Spanish authority had
been subverted by a revolutionary proceeding, and the
contingency of the country being thrown into foreign
hands had forced itself into view, nor did they then,
nor have they since, dispossessed the Spanish Troops
of the Post which they occupied. If they did not
think proper to take possession by force of a Province
to which they thought they were justly entitled, it
could not be presumed that they should intend to act
differently in respect to one to which they had not such
a claim. I may add that although due sensibility has
been always felt for the injuries which were received
from the Spanish government in the war, the present
situation of Spain has been a motive for moderate
and pacific policy towards her.
In communicating to you these sentiments of the
Executive on the measures you have lately adopted
for taking possession of East Florida, I add with
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pleasure that the utmost confidence is reposed in your
integrity and zeal to promote the welfare of your
country. To that zeal, the error into which you have
fallen, is imputed. But in consideration of the part
you have taken which differs so essentially from that
contemplated and authorized by the Government and
contradicts so entirely the principles on which it has
uniformly and sincerely acted, you will be sensible of
the necessity of discontinuing the service in which
you have been employed. You will, therefore, consider your powers as revoked on the receipt of this
letter. The new duties to be performed will be transferred to the Governor of Georgia to whom instructions will be given on all the circumstances to which
it may be proper at the present juncture to call his
attention.
I am, Sir
JAMES MONROE.
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FLORIDA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Held at Southern College, Lakeland, February 7, 1928
MINUTES

In the absence of Mr. Arthur T. Williams, president of the Society, the Hon. Frederick Cubberly,
vice-president, took the chair and called the meeting
to order at 10 a. m.
Forty-two members and guests were present.
Members answering the roll call in person or by proxy
were as follows:
Gen. T. J. Appleyard, John R. Adams, Judge Jefferson B. Browne, Mrs. S. C. Brown, Mrs. H. H.
Buckman, Judge Armstead Brown, Judge Burton
Barrs, Arthur A. Corcoran, Peter Corcoran, Judge
C. E. Chillingworth, R. V. Covington, W. Bloxham
Crawford. Judge Frederick C u b b e r l y , George D.
Cross, Admiral H. I. Prof. S. G . C o e , John Y.
Detwiler, Senator Duncan U. Fletcher, T. Frederick
Davis, Frank Drew, Arthur G. Cummer, Robert W.
Davis, H. J. Dame, Mrs. Herbert J. Drew, Mrs. T.
Frederick Davis, Mrs. Trusten P. Drake, Mrs. W. T.
Eaton, Father Z. Englehart, William I. Fee, General
Clifford R. Foster, Capt. Seton Fleming, Flagler Memorial Library, Elinor D. Flood, Thos. W. Fielding,
Miss Mary Augusta Fleming, Perse L. Gaskins,
Frank S. Gray, Hon. H. L. Grady, Raymond C. Green,
John Temple Graves Jr., Daniel P. Gold, Perry Cleveland Hull, A. J. Hanna, Mrs. George C. Harmon, John
E. Hartridge, Fred W. Hoyt, M. H. Haughton, Hamilton Holt, Robert S. Holmes, Carl T. Hoffman, M. H.
Haughton Jr., Hon. F. M. Hudson, Judge Lake Jones,
Frank S. Jones, T. E. James, Wm. H. Knowles, W. J.
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Krome, Maxwell Kilvert, T. Klein, E. J. L’Engle, Mrs.
Henry A. L’Engle, George E. Lewis, H. F. Lecks, Miss
Annie B. Landrum, Everett Mizell, Louis S. Moore,
D. B. McKay, W. A. MacWilliams, Mrs. Louis C.
McKee, Irwin MacIntyre, M. L. Mershon, F. D. Miller, Mrs. Roy V. Ott, E. P. Owen Jr., Judge Charles
B. Parkhill, Chas. S. Patterson, John H. Perry, Mrs.
Garrett Porter, J. S. Reese, R. P. Reese, Albert H.
Roberts, Dr. Jas. A. Robertson, John G. Ruge, Father
Samuel H. Ray, Horace L. Smith, John B. Stetson Jr.,
Mrs. Theodore Strawn, Judge Joseph Sale, Telfair
Stockton, John P. Stokes, Gen’l. C. P. Summerall,
George W. Saxon, Mrs. Albert A. Taylor, J. F. Taylor,
Philip C. Tucker, B. F. Trenary, Chas. Thorburn, W.
B. Tisdale, Freidrich Von Falkenberg, J. W. White, C.
Roy Watson, Ernest A. Watson, George P. W e n t worth, Agnew Welsh, Mrs. Jennie May White, Judge
J. B. Whitfield, Francis M. Williams, Lucy S. Williams, W. L. Weaver, James C. Watson, Arthur T.
Williams, Emily L. Wilson, F. H. Wilson, Senator W.
J. Epperson, Prof. Leland Jenks, Prof. 0. A. Smith,
Rose Mills Powers, Hiram Powers, Dr. C. W. Dabney,
Professor G. F. Scott, Mrs. Minnie. Moore-Willson,
Bancroft Library.
Guests and other visitors present were: Dr.
Emily MacVeagh, Mrs. J. 0. Walton, Mrs. Lynda
Pearce, Mrs. A. B. Tucker, Mrs. Richard Ivy-Smith,
Mrs. A. W. Underwood, Frederick S. Vaile and Mrs.
Vaile, Mrs. Walter Pharra, Mrs. Elizabeth Pharra,
Prof. S. J. Wright and Mrs. Wright, Rev. and Mrs. R.
H. Barnett, Mrs. A. C. McCall, Mrs. F. A. Domer,
Mrs. Moore, Miss Hayes, Professor Moore, Rev. F. M.
Hayes, Miss Huie, Miss Marjorie Leach; Mrs. Justice.
The chairman announced that the welcoming address of Dr. Spivey, president of Southern College,
could not be delivered in person, because of the death
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of Dr. Spivey’s father, yesterday, and that Professor
Coe had been requested by Dr. Spivey to deliver it for
him.
It expressed great pleasure at the honor of welcoming the Society and gave a brief sketch of the history of Southern College. It was established in
Leesburg in 1886, closed in 1895. Reopened at Safety Harbor in 1902, destroyed by fire in 1921. In temporary quarters at Clearwater Beach, and finally established at Lakeland. "We have little of historical
interest but can boast of having done more traveling
than any other college in the State.”
The chairman responded with appreciation of the
cordial welcome, and from his own store of knowledge
added much of interest to Dr. Spivey’s sketch. “It
is” he concluded “our belief and hope that Southern
College will achieve a bright page in the history of
Florida.”
The order of business was then suspended and
the chairman introduced Mr. T. Frederick Davis,
author of The History of Jacksonville and other valuable works.
Mr. Davis compared the history of Florida to a
great river, which has been traced to its source in
Ponce de Leon. It has numerous tributaries however which have not been explored, and which are
full of treasure for the earnest seeker. As an illustration he described the results of his search into the
life and deeds of one MacGregor. MacGregor is
known as a pirate, but while he did not refrain from
piratical methods his motives were far otherwise.
His one aim was to take Florida from Spain and
Americanize it, and o u r administration recognized
this and kept a very lenient eye upon him. Connected
with him were Irwin, who conquered Amelia Island
by a military fluke, and Aury, a real pirate with a
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crew of San Domingo negroes, who achieved considerable success by raiding slave ships, and whose help
was bought by MacGregor and Irwin by granting him
the titles of Civil Governor and Military Chief of
Amelia Island. He thereupon ran up the Mexican
flag and in other ways comported himself so obstreperously that the United States hastily intervened,
drove him out, and raised the stars and stripes.
These incidents are superior in interest and dramatic vigor to any pirate fiction ever composed and
show that historical research can be fascinating. as
well as enlightening.
The meeting applauded Mr. Davis and the chairman complimented him. Mr. Cubberly had himself
been on MacGregor’s trail and related some diverting
facts about him. MacGregor, he said, was the first
Florida realtor. He sold a large tract of Florida
acreage in Savannah for $20,000, the money to be
collected, in modern fashion, when he could ‘get title.
He was thrown into a London jail for debts to his
laundrymaid, and ended his adventurous days there.
Mrs. Minnie Moore-Willson, author of “The Seminoles of Florida” and an enthusiastic member of the
Society, was introduced and spoke of the Seminoles.
Emigrating from Georgia they found here a land of
peace and plenty. Happily and independently they
lived under Spain; miserably and impoverished under
America. “Justice hangs her head in shame at the
atrocities, ignominy and exile that we have inflicted
upon them. Those remaining in Florida are shorn
of any legal status.” Deeply religious and moral,
they scorn the white man’s religion. For favors received they thank the Great Spirit, but never beg
them. Their religion teaches that the Son of the
Great Spirit appeared on the southernmost point of
Florida and was carried into the interior upon the
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shoulders of three medicine men, while he sowed
abroad the life-giving c a s s a v a seed. A church at
Kissimmee devotes certain services to them and on
such occasions a hymn is always sung which, it appears, has been theirs for ages.
Mrs. Willson does not regard with favor the reclamation of the Everglades, but would prefer to have
them remain a natural preserve for the Indians and
the bountiful wild life.
The address was warmly appreciated by its
hearers.
Miss Mamie Jones, soprano, and Miss Catherine
Tiller, pianist, both students of Southern College, rendered “The Night Love Song”. This was an exceedingly appropriate and beautiful thing. It expressed
sounds of nature, the names of birds and even their
melodies. In emotional content it rose from prayer
to exuberance, and it was never monotonous, as we
expect Indian music to be to us. It was recorded
from the Indians themselves by one Albert Gale.
Both the singer and her accompaniest received well
merited applause.
Dr. S. G. Coe, professor of history at Southern,
described the relations between Spain and the United
States with respect to Florida, and gave an interesting and depressing insight into the political game as
it was played. Intrigue, subterfuge, belligerency,
retreat, thrust and parry, and the whole technique of
diplomacy were paraded, with a remarkable demonstration of its utter futility. As. one of Dr. C o e ’s
authorities phrased it, “‘A few ships of the line will
be better than all argument”. The address was
scholarly and revealing.
A t noon a recess was announced for luncheon.
Mr. A. J. Hanna presided as toastmaster. He voiced
his embarrassment at the position, which afforded
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much amusement to those who know him, and all his
efforts could arouse no single spark of sympathy.
He introduced Dr. Emily MacVeagh, formerly
president of Sweet Briar College, Virginia, and a
nationally known educator.
“Mr. Hanna”, said Dr. MacVeagh, “expects me to
pronounce a sort of benediction, but I much prefer
the mustard plaster attitude. I want to see people
approach history free from prejudices, and not trying to fit fact to theory. To know our past thoroughly, to work with our present, and to enjoy the possibilities of our glorious future, seems to me the appropriate slogan. Local societies such as yours are important and valuable; they piece together the mosaics
of life, and we shall never be satisfied or sure of ourselves until the whole pattern is revealed.”
The address was punctuated with amusing illustrations, and was much enjoyed.
The toastmaster called on Dr. Charles W. Dabney,
introducing him as a former president of the University of Tennessee and an assistant secretary of agriculture under Cleveland. He spoke. “To my mind
there are four kinds of history. First-alcoholic history: exemplified today in Chicago and in such slogans
as “my country right or wrong”. Second-geologic
history : collecting and classifying. Third-romantic
history : the story-painting ballad. Fourth-analytic or critical history, which is our tool to work with.
There is reaction against democracy ; we must meet
it with an ideal democracy. The finest opportunity
the world has ever seen is now democracy’s; fortyeight experiments are being carried on in our own
country. Our duty is to work it up; make a success
of it. We’ve got to build on past experience, and
that’s based on evolution of the social sciences of
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which you have one corner. The grandest experiment the world has ever beheld ; do your part.”
Dr. Dabney’s vigor, and his staccato uncompromising delivery, thrilled and inspired his audience. His
message carried home.
Rose Mills Powers, renowned for her poetry, read
a new, original ballad, “The Doomed Brigade”. With
deep sympathy and color it paints the heroism and
tragedy of the Dade massacre, when, in 1835, Dade’s
command attempted to march to the relief of Fort
King. It is a fitting companion to her earlier ballad,
“The Ride of the Thirty Cavaliers”.
The enjoyable luncheon hour was now closed by
Mr. Hanna with warm words of praise to Emma
Rochelle Porter for her outstanding services to the
Society, and the formal meeting was resumed.
Dr. L. H. Jenks, professor of history at Rollins
College, told of the Washington meeting of the American Historical Association, and its findings and pronouncements. The meeting declared that good citizenship in any State required an intelligent understanding of the State’s democratic experience as recorded in truthful histories. The same was true of
national citizenship and of world citizenship. Truthfulness of the picture presented to students, and integrity of the teachers, were the basic essentials. The
association is seeking a sufficient endowment to extend its work.
Mr. A. J. Hanna brought the Irving Bacheller
historical prize contest to the attention of the Society.
The order of business was now resumed and the
president’s report was read by the secretary. [This
follows]
The report of treasurer F. W. Hoyt was read and
accepted. [This follows]
The committee on Old Spanish Trails reported
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through Mr. Cubberly that one meeting had been held,
and that it will report more substantially at the next
annual meeting.
Invitations for holding the next annual meeting
were received from The St. Augustine Historical Society and The Marion County Chamber of Commerce.
Inasmuch as St. Augustine held the Society’s promise,
given last year, their renewal of the invitation was
accepted.
For the election of officers the Chair appointed
Mr. A. J. Hanna, Mr. W. J. Epperson, and Mrs. Emma
Rochelle Porter. While the committee was engaged
a free and open discussion on the need of a textbook
of Florida history was carried on.
The nominating committee reported its nominees
as follows :
For
president;
Arthur T. Williams,
1st vice-president,
Philip K. Yonge;
2d vice-president,
Frederick Cubberly;
Treasurer,
Fred W. Hoyt ;
Secretary ;
Francis M. Williams,
Mrs. Emma Rochelle Porter,
Assistant-secretary ;
and four directors as follows : Frank Drew, A. J.
Hanna, S. G. Coe, and Julien C. Yonge.
Upon motion the nominations were ordered closed
and the secretary was instructed to cast a ballot for
the officers as nominated, which he thereupon did.
A motion of appreciation to President Spivey; Dr.
Coe, and the trustees of Southern College was given
and cordially carried and the secretary instructed to
transmit it. The secretary was also directed to transmit to Dr. Spivey a suitable resolution of sympathy
in his bereavement.
In response to the president’s request, the editors
of the QUARTERLY were authorized and requested to

Published by STARS, 2020

51

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6 [2020], Iss. 4, Art. 1

246
devote a page to the memory of those who have died
during the year.
The chairman requested the president to appoint
the committee on building fund.
A communication from Mr. John B. Stetson, regretting his absence from the meeting, was read.
There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
F RANCIS M. W ILLIAMS ,

Secretary.

REPORT OF ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS, PRESIDENT, TO THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, SOUTHERN COLLEGE, L A K E LAND, FLORIDA, FEBRUARY 7TH, 1928.
Members The Florida Historical Society:
It has been approximately one year since the officers and members of The Florida Historical Society
assembled in twenty-fourth annual meeting within
the halls of Rollins College at Winter Park. In retrospection, the time seems incredibly short and the
spell of that extraordinary meeting lingers, delightfully, within the memory of all privileged to attend.
Contact with the brilliant assemblage of personages
which greeted the historians at Rollins College furnished an impetus which has evidenced itself in material, as well as in mental benefits throughout the
year.
Today, again we are gathered within the walls
of an honored institution of learning, a college of our
State dedicated to the propounding of lofty ideals to
the youth of today. I wish it were possible for The
Florida Historical Society to express, through me, the
profound gratitude which we feel for your gracious
invitation to assemble herein in annual meeting. The
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work of your college-of all the colleges of our State
-is dear to the heart of this Society, for we thorough9y understand and are in hearty sympathy with the
worthy motives which prompt your unselfish service.
It seems to me that an historical society and an institution of learning are two separate, though identical
parts of an invisible whole. You are equipping the
youth of today with the essential attributes of mind
and character which will enable him to make history,
and we are jealously guarding for him man’s achievements of the past, in order that he may know, in
truth and verity, that the foundation upon which he
stands to make his fight is solid ground. The library
of our Society and the knowledge we have gleaned
through research is at all times open to students, and
there is no information which we more gladly or
cheerfully give than that given to these youthful
seekers after historical truths. May we assure the
officers of Southern College, and each individual student, of our hearty co-operation? Your courtesy and
your gracious hospitality have already formed an indissoluble bond between us.
The growth of the Society has been most gratifying during the year. Last February, at the time of
annual meeting, the roster of the Society contained
a total of 327 names. Today there are 392 members,
an increase of 65. This wholesome increase is enlightening, for it is not only steady, but substantial.
Comparatively few of those who have affiliated with
the Society during the past eighteen months have
severed connections with the organization, save
through death. Formerly, and most particularly
during the hectic days of 1926, many transients enrolled who, when fortune frowned upon them, journeyed again homeward or passed on to other States.
Then, but naturally, their active interest in Florida
and in Florida history waned, dues fell in arrears, and
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names were erased from the roll. I mention this fact
in order that the attention of our members may be
focussed upon the healthy renewals of membership,and prompt renewals,-which are infallible indications of healthy organizations in which interest is being daily stimulated. Never before, in the history of
the Society, has greater interest been displayed by
the individual member as has been the case during
the past year. Each member has been vitally concerned with the affairs of the Society and through his
interest has aroused among his associates the desire
to affiliate with the organization and work together
in a common cause. New memberships have resulted, and with new members, a steady expansion of the
work of the Society. To women’s organizations
throughout our State, and throughout the country,
has come the desire to perpetuate and worthily mark
for posterity prominent historical sites. To these we
extend our appreciation and every assistance within
our power which may enable them to attain their
desires.
These indications of awakening interest produce,
of course, a healthy financial condition. The total
expense of the Society has been promptly met during
the past year entirely from the dues of members.
This has not been the case formerly. Moreover, our
Treasurer’s report, which will be read shortly, shows
a much larger balance in bank than heretofore. This
is indeed gratifying to me and it is with pleasure that
I pass the knowledge on to you.
Stimulated and encouraged by the above stated
conditions, it appears to me that the time is now
propitious for the putting into effect those plans which
must ultimately lead to the realization of a worthy ambition of the Society-the ambition to erect a permanent building in which may be housed the valuable
library, relics and maps which have been entrusted to
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our care. As you are aware, these possessions are
now temporarily on exhibition in a fire-proof building
in Jacksonville. They are carefully stored and faithfully guarded, but the quarters designated to them
are totally inadequate to permit of satisfactory display. I am confident and, indeed, I have been so told,
that were the Society the owner of its own building,
many extremely valuable historical documents would
be presented to us in order that we might preserve
them, intact, for posterity. In my report of last
year I transmitted to you the generous proposition
made to us by a friend of the Society who modestly
wishes, at present, to remain unknown. This proposition was, namely, that he, personally, would give
five thousand dollars to The Florida Historical Society
towards the erection of a permanent home if the officers and members of the organization would raise,
by their own efforts, an additional ten thousand.
Certainly, when the gods drop such benificent gifts
in our very laps, we must arise collectively to express
our thanks and bestir ourselves, energetically, in order to prove that we are worthy of the gift. It is my
suggestion, therefore, that a committee be appointed during this meeting to assume charge of a campaign to raise the necessary funds. With funds in
hand with which to construct a creditable building,
it is my belief that one of the cities of our State
would, gladly, donate the ground upon which to erect
it.
Being authorized during the business session of
last annual meeting to appoint a committee to locate
the routes of DeNarvaez and DeSoto through Florida,
I now submit to you the personnel of said committee ;
Frederick Cubberly, Frank Drew, A. F. Knotts, and
C. S e t o n Fleming. One member of this committee
has recently informed me that he can definitely locate
twenty sites on the routes of these early and impor-
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tant explorers. An examination of the territory by
the committee will be in order before a definite report can be submitted. Such an examination is contemplated for the coming year.
It is with a feeling of sadness that I approach the
final clause of my report to you. The hand of death
has fallen heavily upon the Society within the past
twelve months, and many valuable and beloved members will gather with us no more in annual meeting.
Some of the departed ones were not native born, but
all of them loved Florida. Though the homes of
some were in other states, Florida held for them
dominant interests and was the verdant ground upon
which their life dreams were abundantly realized.
This was the State of their adoption and its colorful,
engrossing history held for them increasing delights.
All of them were students and lovers of history, but
among their number were also many who made history. The nation, not alone Florida and this Society,
mourns their passing, for their names are enrolled
upon the indelible rosters of fame and achievement
for all the world to read. They are :
Admiral Victor Blue, United States Navy
Rhydon M. Call, Judge of the United States District Court of the Southern District of Florida
Jeannette Thurber Connor, philanthropist and
historian
Major Douglas F. Conoley
George C. Currie
Van Winder Shields, Doctor of Divinity
Dr. A. H. Walker
S. Davies Warfield, President of the Seaboard Air
Line R. R.
It is my wish that an entire page of the April
quarterly magazine, the mouthpiece of the Society, be
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set aside in memorial, and the names of our deceased
transcribed thereon as they appear in my address.
A RTHUR

T. W ILLIAMS .

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
January 31st, 1928.

I have the honor to report that the funds of the
Florida Historical Society, which are in the Savings
Department of the Atlantic National Bank, have been
received and disbursed since the rendering of the last
report, January 31st, 1927, as follows:
RECEIPTS
Balance in bank January 31st, 1927 ------------------------- $191.40
Received for dues, etc -------------------------------$1,020.55
Interest credited on bank balances -----------------------------8.70
1,029.25
Total Receipts ---------------------------------------------------- $1,220.65
DISBURSEMENTS
Check to Pepper Printing Company for 500 Quarterlies $116.43
The Letter Shop, for multigraphing 500 let-.
ters - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4.50
Mrs. W. E. Connor, Part of remittance refunded - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .50
Pepper Printing Company, 500 Quarterlies ------123.63
Arthur T. Williams, reimbursing him for part
of subscription refunded to J. C. Sale ------1.50
For stamps, mailing out Quarterlies ----------4.00
"
“
“
"
“
--------- 12.00
Rhydon M. Call, for excess remittance of annual dues - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8.00
T. J. Appleyard for excess remittance of annual dues - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4.00
For stamps, mailing quarterlies and statements - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4.00
Arthur T. Williams, covering amount paid
Wrigley Photo Engraving Company for reproduction of Spanish Grant, Florida ---------7.80
For stamps, mailing Quarterlies -------------------- 20.00
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"

“
“
"
“
"

Pepper Printing Company, for 2500
covers ------------------------------------------- 54.94
2500 application blanks------------------------- 15.25

70.19

Pepper Printing Company, for 600 Quarterlies 132.13
2.50
For stamps, mailing Quarterlies ----------------------Pepper Printing Company, for 600 Quarterlies 141.33
45.00
Sign Service, for lettering windows ------------------H. & W. B. Drew Company, for map of
2.75
Fernandina - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Expressage on box to Pepper Printing Com2.68
pany - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - For stamps, mailing Quarterlies ---------------------- 10.00
“
"
“
"
------------------- 6.00
Hall Bros. Press, for 2500 envelopes --------------- 16.50
Pepper Printing Company, 600 Quarterlies ------- 135.41
For stamps, mailing proxies -------------------- 10.00
Arnold Printing Company, for 500 Notices of
9.45
Annual Meeting - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8.88
Arnold Printing Company, for 2000 envelopes
Total Disbursements --------------------------------------- $899.18
SUMMARY

Total Receipts -------------------------------------------------- $1.220.65
Total Disbursements ---------------------------------------------- 899.18
Balance in Bank January 31, 1928 ---------------------- $321.47

Respectfully submitted,
Fred
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MEMBERSHIP ROLL OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HONORARY MEMBERS
Davis, T. Frederick
Drew, Frank

Detwiler, John Y.
Fletcher, Duncan U.

LIFE MEMBERS
Williams, Arthur T.
DeLano, Roger Perrine
Cummer, Arthur G.

Cummer, Waldo E.
Coachman, Walter F.
Taliaferro, James P.

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Palmer, Sarah R. W.
Richmond, Mrs. Henry

L’Engle, Edward M.
Robins, Mrs. Raymond
Yonge, Philip K.

ACTIVE MEMBERS
Andrews, C. 0.
Appleyard, T. J.
Adams, John R.
Albertson Public Library
Atkinson, H. F.
Abbey, Kathryn T.
Averette, Mrs. Annie
Avery Public Library
Alsop, John T., Jr.
Bachelder, R. K.
Barnett, Bion H.
Barnett, Mrs. Bion H.
Bartlett, A. F.
Beall, Philip D.
Bohnenberger, Carl
Boggs, Lucien H.
Blount, F. M.
Bowen, L. J.
Brown, Mrs. S. C.
Browne, Jefferson B.
Bruce, F. W.
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Brown, Armstead
Barron, D. C.
Bradenton Public Library
Blanding, Albert H.
Bancroft Library
Biggar, D. D.
Barrs, Burton
Bramman, Sam
Burton, Miss Clara
Bryan, Nathan P.
Corcoran, Arthur A.
Corcoran, Peter
Chase, Russell N.
Carter, W. R.
Carter, John H.
Chillingworth, C. E.
Conradi, Edward
Cockrell, Alston
Covington, R. V.
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Downey, P. J.
Crawford, H. Clay
Davis, Mrs. T. Frederick
Crawford, W. Bloxham
Dyer, Thomas A.
Cubberly, Frederick
Drake, Mrs. Trusten P.
Chamber of Commerce,
Dobbin, Mrs. James F.
Pensacola
Doonan, J. T.
Chamber of Commerce,
Douglas, Leon R.
Fernandina
Dunn, Morey
Cooper, John C., Jr.
Daniel, Miss E. I.
Crook, J. F.
Donegan, Miss Elizabeth
Chaffer, H. J.
Dabney, Charles W.
Clear-water Public Library
Crosby, W. J.
Columbia University Library Edwards, John S.
Eaton, Mrs. W. T.
Chase, Joshua
Eppes, Mrs. N. Ware
Christiancy, Cornelius
Epperson, W. J.
Christiancy, Martha P. H.
Englehardt, Father Z.
Cross, John H.
Edward, Frederick
Cross, George D.
Edmonds, Richard H.
Calhoun, Arthur W.
Essie Caldwell Chapter, U.D.C.
Cone, H. I.
Eells, B. W.
Coe, S. G.
Clark, Mrs. Melton
Fee, William I.
Corse, Carita Doggett
Finner, P. F.
Citrus County Chronicle
Fleming, Mrs. Francis P.
Folsom, Moses
D’Alemberte, J. H.
Foster, Clifford R.
Davis, W. B.
Davis, Robert W.
.
Fleming, C. Seton
Flagler Memorial Library
Dodd, W. G.
Fort Myers Library
Dozier, Mrs. Thomas M.
Fuller, W. A.
Drew, William B.
Flood, Elinor D.
Durkee, J. H.
Fielding, Thomas W.
Durkee, Mrs. J. H.
Florida Geological Survey
DuPuis, J. G.
DeLand Public Library
Fleming, Miss M. A.
Dame, George A.
Gaskins, Perse L.
Detroit Public Library
Dodd, W. P.
Gibbs, G. Couper
Glass, James G.
Dexter, Charles A.
Daytona Public Library
Goulding, R. L.
Gray, Frank S.
Dame, H. J.
DeFuniak Springs Library
Grady, H. L.
Daniel, Richard P.
Green, Raymond C.
Gunn, Hugh
Drew, Mrs. Herbert J.
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Gifford, John C.
Griggs, J. W.
Gary, W. Theodore
Graves, John Temple, Jr.
Grover, Edwin Osgood
Genius, Mrs. Richard M.
Gold, Daniel Pleasant
Grant, Mrs. John
Gibbs, George A.
Gautier, Redmond B.
Greenslade, Mrs. John W.
Hodges, W. R.
Hull, Perry Cleaveland
Hall, Charles R.
Hampton, B. F.
Hampton, W. W.
Hamilton, Mrs. F. P.
Hanna, A. J.
Harmon, Mrs. George C.
Hartridge, John E.
Hathaway, Fons
Hoyt, Fred W.
Hunt, Mrs. Reinnette
Hunter, Kenneth
Hunter, William
Hedrick, Frederick C.
Haughton, M. H.
Hodges, William C.
Hall, Edward R.
Holt, Hamilton
Harvard College Library
Henry E. Huntington Library
and Art Gallery
Howes, Thomas P.
Hoffman, George Earl
Holmes, Robert S.
Hendry, W. T.
Hoffman, Carl T.
Hall, John L.
Hall, T. B.
Haughton, M. H., Jr.
Hudson, F. M.
Hamel, Claude C.
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Iseman, Burgess D.
Imeson, Thomas C.
Ingram, Frank P.
Jackson, William K.
Jacobi, Gertrude F.
Jennings, Mrs. Frank E.
Jennings, Frank E.
Jones, Lake
Jones, Frank S.
Jones, John B.
Jones, Moreno
Jenkins, Margaret H.
Jones, Dwight B.
Jones, Morgan F.
Jenks, Leland
James, T. E.
Kay, W. E.
Knauss, James 0.
Knight, Peter 0.
Knotts, A. F.
Knowles, William H.
Krome, W. J.
Kean, Randolph J.
Kemper, Charles G.
Kissimmee Woman’s Club
Kirtland, Mrs. Thomas W.
Kilvert, Maxwell
Klein, T.
Koonce, J. C. B.
Keith, Warren
Larzelere, L. J.
Leake, James M.
L’Engle, E. J.
L’Engle, Mrs. Henry A.
Lewis, Miss Mary D.
Lewis, George E.
Loftin, Scott M.
Long, Miss Elizabeth V.
Lamson, Herbert
Leigh, Mrs. Townes R.
Lamar, G. B.
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Leeks, H. F.
Landrum, Annie B.
Lowry, Mrs. Sumter DeL.
Merryman, Carl
McLeod, R. D.
Massey, John
Massey, Louis C.
Maxwell, E. C.
May, Philip S.
Meginnis, B. A.
Milton, Mrs. W. H.
Milton, W. H.
Mitchell, Ernest W.
Mizell, Everett
Moore, Louis S.
Mucklow, Walter
Muldon, J. M.
Myers, Mrs. Fred T.
McCord, Guyte P.
McClung, Mrs. S. 0.
McKay, D. B.
Malone, J. W.
Mizell, Frank
Milam, George W.
Moore-Willson, Mrs. Minnie
Miller, Walter F.
Memorial Library
McFarlane, Howard P.
Mallinkrodt, Mrs. Harris
Mann, Charles Harrison
MacWilliams, W. A.
Maitland Public Library
McConnell, Elizabeth
McKee, Mrs. Louis C.
Martens, Eva E.
MacIntyre, Irwin
Mershon, M. L.
McCandless, Byron
Malone, E. R.
May, E. C.
McDonald, Mrs. Frances M.
Marshall, A. A.
Manning, Evelyn L.
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May, F. P.
Miller, F. D.
Moran, James T.
Norwood, Alfred
Newberry Library
New Smyrna Public Library
O’Riordan, J. J.
Ocala Public Library
Owen, Ruth Bryan
Ott, Mrs. Roy V.
Oberdorfer, Eugene
Owen, E. P., Jr.
Osborne, H. Plant
Parks, L. L.
Pasco, S.
Pettijohn, J. W.
Parkhill, Charles B.
Patterson, Giles J.
Parker, Sheldon C.
Palatka Library
Palmer, Perrine
Patterson, Chas S.
Pennington, Edgar L.
Public Library, Cleveland
Perry, John H.
Porter, Mrs. Garrett
Porter, Garrett
Porter, Laura Spencer
Powers, Rose Mills
Powers, Hiram
Price, A. F.
Renshaw, Frank G.
Reese, J. S.
Reese, F. C.
Reese, Joe Hugh
Reese, R. P.
Roberts, Albert H.
Robertson, James A.
Ruge, John G.
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Rogers, Mrs. R. R.
Reynolds, C. B.
Ross, Mary
Reese. Mrs. J. Simpson
Ray, Samuel H.
Ranson, Robert
Rogers, W. H.
Raney, George P.
Rahn, Claude J.
Reynolds, Mrs. W. N.

Sprinkle, Mrs. Iva
Small, C. C.
Small, A. B.
Sutton, John B.
Scott, T. F.
Taylor, A. M.
Taylor, Mrs. Albert A.
Taylor, J. F.
Terrell, Glenn
Thorpe, E. W.
Tucker, Philip C.
Tampa Public Library
Trammell, Park
Todd, Mrs. Mabel L.
Taliaferro, W. M.
Trenary, B. F.
Taylor, H. Marshall
Thorburn, Charles
Tisdale, W. B.

Smith, Horace L.
Sistrunk, Mrs. Simeon T.
Salley, Nathaniel M.
Sanderson, E. M.
Sanford Public Library
Shackleford, Thomas M., Sr.
Sherrill, J. H.
Shine, W. H.
Shores, Venila Lovina
Sloan, D. H.
Smethurst, Mary G.
University of Florida Library
Smith, Jonathan P.
University of Princeton Library
Smith, Mrs. Eugene H.
University of Chicago Library
Smith, H. B.
University of Penn. Library
Stetson, John B., Jr.
General Extension Div. of UniStrawn, Mrs. Theodore
versity of Florida
Strum, Louie W.
Sweett, Mrs. S. J.
Von Falkenberg, Friedrich
Shaw, Albert
Van Geyt, Peter J.
Sale, Joseph C.
Stockton, Telfair
Williamson, B. F.
Smith, Mrs. D. P.
White, J. W.
Stokes, John P.
Warnock, W. H.
Smith, 0. A.
Wartmann, E. L.
Stockton, Mrs. Florence 0.
Watson, C. Roy
Stockton, W. T.
Watson, Ernest A.
Shipley, Mrs. Imogene
Watson, W. H.
Singletary, Mary
Wentworth, George P.
Scollard, Clinton
Welsh, Agnew
St. Augustine Historical Society West, Thomas F.
Wideman, Frank
Summerall, C. P.
Whiddon, Mrs. C. C.
Saxon, George W.
White, Mrs. Jennie May
Stark, Mrs. J. P.
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Wilkinson, E. G.
Whitfield, J. B.
Williams, Francis M.
Williams, Lucy S.
Williams, Kate
Williamson, Mrs. A. M.
Weaver, W. L.
Watson, James C.
Woman’s Club Library
Wall, Perry G.
Whitaker, Arthur P.
Wheeler, Francis W.
Wells, G. B.
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Whitner, Charles F.
Wells, Aline F.
Wilson, Emily L.
Winch, G. A.
Wilson, F. H.
Whitner, Thomas C.
Yonge, Julia J.
Yonge, Julien C.
Yale University Library
Yonge, J. E. D.
Yniestra, Allie

65

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6 [2020], Iss. 4, Art. 1

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol6/iss4/1

66

